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London, although it is not quite so dramatic as
Pepys's. He makes a slight error of a day with
regard to the actual outbreak. He enumerates the
streets which he saw being consumed, and he sees the
fire "taking hold of St. Paul's Church to which the
scaffolds contributed exceedingly.5' He then goes on:
"The conflagration was so universal and the people
so astonished, that, from the beginning, I know not
by what despondency, or fate, they hardly stirred to
quench it; so that there was nothing heard, or seen,
but crying out and lamentation, running about like
distracted creatures, without at all attempting to
save even their goods; such a strange consternation
there was upon them, so as it burned both in breadth
and length, the churches, public halls, Exchange,
hospitals, monuments, and ornaments; leaping after a
prodigious manner, from house to house, and street
to street, at great distances one from the other. For
the heat, with a long set of fair and warm weather,
had even i^itAd the air, and prepared the materials
txrronceive the fire, which devoured, after an
incredible manner, houses, furniture and every-
thing. Here, we saw the Thames covered with
goods floating, all the barges and boats laden with
what some had time and courage to save, as, on the
other side, the carts, etc., carrying out to the fields,
which for many miles were strewed with movables of
all sorts, and tents erecting to shelter both people and
what goods they could get away. Oh, the miserable
and calamitous spectacle! such as haply the world
had not seen since the foundation of it, nor be out-
done till the universal conflagration thereof. All the
sky was of a fiery aspect, like the top of a burning
oven, and the light seen above forty miles round-